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Purpose
Å To review and explain the most recent advisory bulletin for 

the NPMS

Å To summarize other upcoming changes to the NPMS

Å To discuss changes PHMSA is making to its data, systems, 
and operations
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Advisory Bulletin
Å Issued July 31, 2008

Å Goal is to align NPMS data and Annual Report data

Å Operators are requested to submit NPMS data on or before their 
Annual Report due date

ïMarch 15 for gas; June 15 for liquid

ï Snapshot of assets on December 31 of prior year

Å Operators are requested to use the same OPID for NPMS and AR 
submissions

ï This will permit PHMSA to match AR and NPMS mileage, assist 
in compliance, and obtain a more clear picture of an 
operatorôs assets
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Other Submission Updates
Å Metadata/Attribute software has been updated and simplified

ï Two forms have been combined into one

ï Amount of data collected has been greatly reduced

Å Breakout tank submission formats have been expanded

ï Shapefiles, Excel files now accepted

Å See NPMS Standards Manual for more information (on 
www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov)
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Abandoned Pipelines
Å Liquid pipelines which are offshore or which cross CNWs* require 

special abandonment procedures

ï If the abandonment submission is not accompanied by a 
letter, the lines will remain under the operatorôs name

ïRequired letter components are on ñWhatôs Newò link on 
NPMS site

Å Please submit the abandoned lines only once

ï Do not include them in future NPMS submissions

*Commercially Navigable Waterways
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New Directions:
NPMS Data Integration

Linking NPMS data and Annual Report data will support

Å The PHMSA Operator Registry (in progress), where changes to

ï Owner/ operator

ï Contact information

ï Abandoned lines

ï Etc.

Will trigger notifications to the NPMS administrator

Å Linking tabular data, such as accident and inspection reports, to 
the physical pipeline location


